[TT virus].
Non-enveloped TT virus (TTV), recognized in 1997, contains single-stranded circular DNA (about 3,800 nucleotides) and seems to be a member of Circinoviridae, a new family of hepatitis viruses. The data on the occurrence of TTV are highly controversial: 1-22% in blood donors, 20-40% in hematological patients, 15-35% in patients with liver diseases. The virus has been found to be transmitted by the oral-fecal route as it penetrates via bile into feces and is then excreted from the gastrointestinal tract. A relatively low percentage of the occurrence of TTV infection in groups of risk may be regarded as the evidence that sexual and injection routes are not the main route of its transmission. Further investigations are necessary to establish the regularities of the epidemiology of TTV, to obtain information on its pathogenicity and on the methods for diagnosing hepatitis caused by this virus.